Dear Paul (JNS), 



5/9/71 



Sorry it has taken so long to respond Jo your 4/27 • It arrived when I was away. «*hilo 
away, before and since I’ve had soine of the most unpleasant problems of all time to contend 
with, including with Bud, /ht book and reviewers, only some of which I've probably copiod 
you on, but I’ve also been going at ouch a pace and with evei^djacreasing fatigue, so I’ve 
gotten confused on what I’ve done and what I haven’t# I am hopeful that the 3 tack of 
carbons bear the initials of those to whom I’ve sent them, so I can bring you up to date# 
Anyway*, with intensive work after returning, I still hive noro letters to answer than I can 
today if I do nothing else and it is early morning# So, my apologies. What needs no comment, 
^iko Torbitt (I think I then wondered if this could have been Box, but I never wasted time 
even looking at it), I’ll ignore# A general oomaent* if it is shit and stinks of “conspiracy" f 
it is manna to Bud, and do not for a minute forget it. Ho covers better than JG, ir loss 
bright, but just an bullheaded and just as paranoid-ond ambitious for making a name for 
himself, personally# And, he has the funds and is not reluctant to plant stories that 
gratify him# If he could stand off and lo >k at so^e of the things he’s done, he’d shoot 
hinaolf , for in other -ay a he in a decent man# 

I*vg taken a different approach to whatBdft sent Boggs, after I tore it all to pieces 
to Jim refusing to retract, for it was given to mo with the implicit if not explicit 
understanding it was to go no further# If as is possible I get a copy from a different 
source, I will ♦ But I’ve anked Jim to sond you and SM copies for cocnent# If he does or 
does not, let me know# 

SteiTy'Bo^gs* I think the thing to do in let it cool# I’ve given -^oggs more than ho 
needs if he is willing, and I’ve made nor than fair offers# I will be seeing the Ander- 
son legman who likes him, and if it can work that way, oaky# Otherwise, I think we should 
for no . leave him alone# Had I not had to take this time ith J im, I’d have seen a black 
Congressman and Jesse J ackaon at the same time and something might have come of that# It 
gay yet happen# The chief hangup with the Stem stuff in that it also reflects on the 
^om ission, but it docs fit the distinction I’ve drawn ^as you may recall, from the very 
first) between the members nd the staff, .hich exculpates neither but does give the members 
a kind of out that is the political reality anyway/ 

You could not be more correct than in saying A oover covered himself# ^hi 3 exudes from 
everythin,; bearing his signature and his testimony# Tims my approach, what ho denied the 
Members. ..♦Perhaps the time will come for approaching Stem# It has not yet# I would like 
to do the r -levant writing first, at least for better personal conprc hension # 

lour "rambling" comment on what we have on BHQ as an agent is correct# 1 do not 
dispute it, and I’ve been looking for that kind of tiling I think longer than anyone else, 
it being an idea 1 presented to ay then agent the week* of the assassination# But let me 
ramble with azkax Kaon thought about the flowers# One of the reasons I was so happy when you 
said that eventually you would do a similar book is because our approaches will bo so 
entirely different# Tours nil-, inevitably, bo acre definitive, more scholarly, and much more 
conservative in approach# Mine will weave together what wo do know, wjLU interpret, will bo 
and will say it is conjectural, and will serve an liaafidiatoly^usefta purpose, asking quest ions# 
Not until I begin the writing of a popular book can we decide if it ia comprehensible to 
a mass audicnoe. On the possibility, I disagree with you# But until I get a reaction to my 
approach, I can’t say that it is what I’ll do as Boon as I can# I have a concept in mind that 
I think can do it# And I find that ppopic who ordinarily eschew such things find this irLnd 
of writing as entrancing as fiction and like to pick their way through th,. clues -JQd hints# 

Sven now, with F-U, where friends who’d not take the time for ay earlier books or- fascinated 
and annoy with endless calls# ##* 0 n my source on S-ounbors, it ia not only as you say but 
worse, one of the nuts blundered into this, jeopardizes the source and his source, and I’ve 
stipulated close to unacceptable conditions for any continued relationship, for I want nobody 
killed (the original source is that on much more- than I’ve felt I could com-.unicate)# If it 
continues, it will probably result in hard stuff, m/hat I’ve gotten is consistent and roa. on able 




Inspiration from us. In fact, it involves no crimes in his jurisdiction of whlcn Bo did not 
already know and efused to do anything. Example i what Quiroga did is not criminal, and he 
laid a real egg in that interrogation, which 1 have or have read, 

Ihere are other Fi’I requests that can be made, but if I moke four. I’ll leave the 
others for others, hopefully you, I have sent you copies of those four, and I can file 
any X want now. Time and complexities of life are the only problems (plus each). 

Without discussing it with you, I had expected to have you go over what I do. This time, 
and partly for th_ reasons you give, I do not plan to go right from rough draft to final, 
single-spaced copy. I am hoping for oomi ercial publication, which would be douhlc—spaced 
copy, and in the retyping wo could makecarbons or use NCR paper, which is faster. You could, 

I hope, read it rapidly.... There is more on the Hosty material than I've been able to tell 
you recently. I've carried it to a comprehensible point. There is no question of the rwyjcc 
retyping of the page, of the use of a different machine, etc, and more on this. I've o-.her 
alterations in their transcript, as Cardes for Bartio-and ho war doubly CIA. And how all 
this part alono eaves in* 

On the purging of the hq files* here in pai^cular I would want your help* for I would 
be willing for the FBI to argue that it did not collect in DC for the Warren Commission 
1009& of .hat it had on LHO. That is like Hoover shooting himself* I t h i nk a simple 
exposition of tho fact would eliminate any possibility of acceptance of such an FBI yam, 
esp whan woven with tho 544* dob* etc things* And what ^ pointed out in 0 in NO* that the 
denials were neither to the point nor total, even in personnel (as no aff from Kaack)* And 
please continue looking for clues as to the agent who was with Wuigley* Ri Jit now I'd say 
de, H or Kaack, and I have a witness who has material on precisely this for me when the 
conditions are right, an eyewitness# Were JEH to nako this defense now, I think every 
critical Cong and Senator would scream, ^ost of all Bo.jgs, who we would thus be justifying# 

Think back over the years of what I've fed you* of the i *i±nguier oorjury* of the stuff 
from Pena* Rodrigues;* the Geracis (all three, and all on tape, and involving Ferrie, and 
my analysis of the declassified Ferrie docs, where I might 3 till file a fifth FOl), nd 
you can begin to soo what I can put together* plus what I got from Henry, plus what I got 
from the Ward and Paul material, etc# I have sufficient sensation for the questions to be 
credible if they ore not in all cases answered# 

I think it unwise to expect any but a whitewash investigation of the FBI now# But, 
with what I could bring to light that might have to be f ced, the prospects might be 
different, one of tho values of present timing# And I'd like to have a heavy appendix, 
with such things os the original and edited Stem letters, which are so informative of the 
domination of the staff. 

BoomBoom is what I could not remember# I think I have more than this one page from CD 126* 
I mean not from 126, which I do, but on this investigation# Until I start digging, I'll 
not know, but I think all the people mentioned were interviewed, negatively, I think this may 
have been what P was talking about* Not having been able to go to NYC to see him, if I can't 
persuade him to put it on tape. I'll have to find time and means to go there, but for that 
I'll have to lay out more than this one thing and a safe pad, not not likely .Plus a safe car* 
42 is on Core, and oven what I got from him fits here, as does what I got from Lawrence and 
another on whom no report was over filed. And ail the KY and ^ones stuff fits here* Can you 
spare copies of CD 244*38-43? I have two pages but my card doesn't indicate where filed. 

Ditto 464:27-8, which I may have from before I began cording, I interviewed her* and I think 
I have the SEP part, but I’m not sure* It v/as mentioned in that story* She is sure it was LHD, 
vhteher or not it really was* If, as you say, you sent me these items, I do not babe them 
under Connie Kaye, filed or carded. 

To summarize: I disagree with you on the possibility of putting a good book together on 
what we now have, agree .ith younthat it cannot now be definitive, agree that it has to be 
out together with care *vand I think in a popular rather than a scholarly way) and feel it 
can* if done in the near future, do what a later, definitive work* which I would still regard 



as essential, cannot do, would do much to making the definitive work a success, and can 
open up new materials for the ptihMc and for the second work. My fear id that once gain 
it would be a long book for I have an enormous amount from my personal investigations in 
N.O. in p rticular,, ,.I do have a "third man" file that in itself will read like a 

detective story, with Steele, Core and others on tape on it, with the stuff I'co forced 
out on it, with reports we both got, with the editing of tho film, etc. 

Because my memory has failed so, I f d appreciate it if, when we uisouss these things 
and I've told you whero I've filed them, you remind me. I'll file this Stem stuff under 
Agent Oswald, but I'll start a separate Stem filo under it. Thus when I get the rest. I'll 
have a piece and you'll know. My filing, because it is built around projected writing (which 
is so often changed) is more subjective} 

lour 4/21 As of no.:, assume tjat I will not send any of this material out, Ss 3 ume that 
I've be giving Bud no tiling, Gary hao no time, Howard is working in limited areas, etc. If tr 
there is ti.e, I*d appreciate it if you could stamp your name on the back where it would 
not bleed through were I to f reproduce it so that if, in the future, I come ac cross it in 

response to some request, I d know to refer to you, Thi3 may take too uuch time, I know, I 

strongly ya encourage you to send nothing to nay ono of Bud's people, for they know little, 
imagine much, and to aiir^lify, learn tho lesson from Davison (which also fits, remember*? ) • 

I think you would bo well advised to take mo quite literally. They are hopeless and irres- 
ponsible as only one in our history equals, I know you have your relational uhp with Lofton, 
but to me he in in some ,ayc worse. And I've never hoard of any swap in which he doesn't 
get much for little. 

On the cost, „ ou should coon have a check for most of it, *ft r you get the bill and 
this check, please let me know what tho balance is. While our situation is worse than usual, 
considering that my wife did work for three konths and I had some income from the advance, 

I Oil want to try and pay the small balance, I do appreciate these things you do, do 

appreciate your understanding of our position as a consequence of this work, but I want to 
avoid your denying yourself , You arc young and I no longer am. You need and should wont 
things that no longer interest me .And there may always be the tine in the future when the 
situation is worse, I am, at the Liomont, not in t. o best spirits because of the abandonment 
of any work with F-U by the publisher# It could have gone and could have made reprint, which 
is no* impossible unless some of the things on which I'm working come to pass. They are 
difficult, some think impossible, but as you know, I have recognized few things as properly 
30 described, I've hot always been wrong, Jerry has been great on hhe p,r,, as Hal used to 
be out there. 



I think that on tho first p.ge I omitted a shoet\of car bom for the JNS copy, I do 
not think it necessary to his yindcrs tending of what follows, bUT~lf you or he feel other- 
wise, I'd appreciate your lending to him, I'm almost out of 5 a paper and can't afford 

a new supply now, / \ 



Thanks, and best 



